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which led to losses, but in all the greater matters
its competence was supreme. The Expeditionary
Force crossed to France unhindered. On August
29th our battle cruisers and destroyer flotillas suc-
cessfully raided the Bight of Heligoland. German
warships on foreign duty were hunted down.

Von Spee, it is true, won a success at Coronel
against Admiral Cradock on November 1st, but
Cradock was completely outclassed, for none of his
vessels was strong in speed or armaments. He had
in his squadron the twelve-year-old battleship the
Canopos, two armoured cruisers, the Good Hope
and the Monmouth, the light cruiser Glasgow, and an
armed liner the Otranto. When he learned that
there was a possibility of meeting von Spee, Cradock
asked for reinforcements, but owing to the bad
weather and the pressure of other duties there came
no reply from the Admiralty,

Coronel was a conflict like one of the historic
naval battles, a fight without mines, submarines, or
destroyers, where the two squadrons drew into line,
and each ship selected its antagonist as in the
ancient days. Cradock had no illusions about the
dangers of his task, for he knew that if he met von
Spee he would meet an enemy more than his match.
In a spirit of devotion to a desperate duty he left
the slow Canopos behind him, and with his two chief
ships, but newly corn-missioned and poor in gunnery,
set out to engage two of the best cruisers in the
German fleet.

We can reconstruct something of the picture. To
the east was the land, with the snowy heights of the
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